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CENTENNIAL OF ARRIVAL OF FIRST WHITE MEN 
IN BAKER COUNTY. 

By George H. Himes 

It was a happy as well as a timely thought on the part of 
Rev. J. Neilson Barry, rector of the Protesant Episcopal 
Church at Baker, Oregon, to begin early in 1911 to agitate 
the question of celebrating the one hundredth aniversary of 
the arrival of the first white men in the Powder Valley. These 
men were led by Wilson Price Hunt, a partner of John Jacob 
Astor, who left St. Louis on March 12, 1811, and constituted 
the overland section of the Astor Expedition. Mr. Barry followed 
the suggestion by making a critical study of the route followed, 
so far as it is described by Washington Irving in his "Astoria," 
and other books relating to the subject. And furthermore, 
from the time when the expedition left Snake River on its 
way to Powder River Valley and on westward to the locality 
where Baker is now situated, and on beyond to Grand Ronde 
Valley, a distance of over one hundred miles, Mr. Barry ex- 
plored the route the Hunt party followed, by rail, bicycle, 
wagon or on foot, as the necessites of the self-appointed task 
required. By describing these experiences from day to day 
and comparing the trails he found with the roadways of the 
present time in the daily papers of his city for several weeks 
prior to the date fixed for the celebration — December 28th — 
much interest in the event was aroused among the citizens of 
Baker. 

During the afternoon of the day appointed two auto loads 
of the guests from outside of Baker — among them Judge 
Stephen A. Lowell and Senator C. A. Barrett, Pendleton, 
T. C. Elliott, Walla Walla, Washington, Senator Walter A. 
Pierce, Hot Lake, and George H. Himes, Portland — were 
taken to "Ogden's Fountain" — Peter Skene Ogden's camp, 
Sept. 30, 1828 — and camping ground of Hunt one hundred 
years ago — both on the "Cold Spring Ranch," six miles south 
of Baker, owned by Mr. D. H. Shaw. This trip was made in 
the teeth of a fierce snow storm, which gave the participants a 
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hint of the conditions which both Ogden and Hunt and his 
men frequently encountered, to say nothing about the contrast 
in the method of locomotion. 

At six o'clock P. M. a banquet was given at the Geiser 
Grand Hotel, with over one hundred of Baker's principal citi- 
zens present in addition to the guests from abroad. Two espe- 
cially interesting characters — David Littlefield and William H. 
Packwood — were in attendance as guests of honor. Mr. Little- 
field is the only survivor of the party which discovered gold in 
Griffin's Gulch, about nine miles from Baker, in August, 1861, 
and Mr. Packwood is the only surviving member of the Oregon 
Constitutional Convention of August-September, 1857. Mr. 
Charles H. Breck, of Baker, was toastmaster and responses 
were made by a number of the visiting guests. 

At eight o'clock the formal exercises were held at Nevius 
Hall, with Judge William Smith, of Baker, presiding. The 
principal address was given by T. C. Elliott, Walla Walla, 
Washington, and his subject was "The Earliest Travelers on 
the Oregon Trail." This address appears in full elsewhere in 
this number of The Quarterly. Judge Lowell, Senators Pierce 
and Barrett, Mr. Littlefield, Mr. Packwood and Mr. Himes 
followed with short addresses; emphasis being given by each 
speaker to the educational value of preserving the memory of 
historical places and the actors connected with the same. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Himes the following telegram, 
signed by Mr. Elliott, Director, and himself as Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Oregon Historical Society, was sent to the Ameri- 
can Historical Association in session at Buffalo, New York: 
"Citizens of this place and members of the Oregon Historical 
Society are celebrating the one hundredth anniversary of the 
entrance of Americans into the Powder River Valley. This 
body of men, led by Wilson Price Hunt, was the overland 
section of the Astor party. We send you greeting." 

An announcement was made by Judge Smith that the cen- 
tennial of the discovery of Hot Lake, Union County, would be 
celebrated in August next with special exercises and a barbecue. 



NOTES 

A few years ago the State of Kansas provided for the mark- 
ing of the course of the old Santa Fe Trail across that State ; 
last year a commission created by act of the legislature of 
Nebraska undertook the marking of the old Oregon Trail 
throughout its course in that state. Would it not be seemly 
for the State of Oregon to take cognizance of its wealth his- 
torical prestige ? 

The legislature of Indiana at its last session provided for 
the initial steps toward erecting a building which shall house 
the state library and museum. This building is designed to be 
a "permanent memorial for the centennial of Indiana's state- 
hood." The state and local archives of that commonwealth 
have been examined as to their safety and the need is seen for 
the permanent and proper housing of these records. It is be- 
ing strongly urged that all documents, both state and local, 
which are not in current use, be placed under the care of the 
department of archives and history. 

At the eighth annual conference of historical societies held 
at Buffalo in December one of the two principal subjects of 
discussion was historical society buildings. The speakers empha- 
sized the need of clear and definite ideas of the purposes to be 
served by such a building. Among these were that it should be 
useful to as many people in a community as possible; that it 
should contain an auditorium of ample size, thoroughly equip- 
ped for entertainments and especially for illustrated lectures; 
the offices should be adapted to the sort of work to be carried 
on and that the building should contain some place where the 
quiet essential to historical and literary work may be found. 

At the third annual conference of archivists, also held in 
conjunction with the meeting of the American Historical As- 
sociation at Buffalo, the problem of protecting archives from 
fire was the main topic of discussion. This was suggested by 
the recent catastrophes at Albany and at Jefferson City. Con- 
stant supervision, with fire-fighting apparatus in readiness, 
was counted indispensable even in a building structurally fire- 
proof. 



